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HONDURAS. 

Report from Ceiba, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Robertson reports as follows: Week 
ended July 30, 1904. Present officially estimated population about 
4,000; 2 deaths. Prevailing diseases, malarial; general sanitary con- 
dition of this port and the surrounding country during the week good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following- named vessels: 



Date. 



Vessel. 



Number 
of crew. 



Number of 
passengers 

from 
this port. 



Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 



Pieces of 



disin- 
fected. 



1904. 
July 24 
24 

27 
29 



Geo. Dumois i 18 

Volund ! 18 

Origen 23 

Managua 15 



Quarantine certificates refused steamship Managua for reasons 
stated in letter of July 29, 1904. 

Report from Puerto Cortez, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Carter reports as follows: Week ended 
August 2, 1904. Present officially estimated population, 2,125; no 
deaths; prevailing diseases, malarial fever of mild type and intestinal 
diseases; general sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding 
country during the week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following- named vessels: 



Date. 



Vessel. 



Number 
of crew. 



Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 



Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 



Pieces of 

baggage 

disinfected. 



July 26 
27 

28 
28 
29 



Watson a 

Habil 15 

Managua i 15 

Beverly I 44 

Espana ! 14 

Bratten I 16 



a Via Bocas del Toro to New Orleans, 
Number of aliens sailing from this port during week, 2. 

INDIA. 

Report from. Bombay — Cholera, plague, and smallpox — Vital statistics. 
Acting Asst. Surg. Edward H. Hume reports, July 9, as follows: 

Mortality of Bombay City, week ended July 5, 1904. 



Plague attacks 

Plague deaths 

Plague mortality per 1,000 . 

Smallpox deaths 

Cholera deaths 

Total deaths 

Total mortality per 1,000. . . 



Week ended 
July 5, 1904. 



46 
40 

2.68 
14 


a 502 
33.63 



Week ended 
July 7, 1903. 



5.89 
14 

1 
532 
35.64 



Average of 
same week, 

5 years, 
1899-1903. 



54 

3.61 

7 
23 
648 
42.42 



Average of 

same week, 

5 years, 

1891-1895. 





6 
4 
441 
27.90 



aNo deaths were reported among the pilgrims. It should be noted that while the population of 
Bombay City was 776,006 according to the census of 1901, it was 821,764 according to that of 1891. The 
lower actual total mortality for the years 1891-1895, as compared with the period 1899-1908, is significant 
as showing the effect of plague. 
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Ratio of deaths to births: Bombay City. 

In his annual report for 1902 the sanitary commissioner with the 
Government of India remarks: 

"In every province except three the number of recorded births 
exceeded the deaths. In the Punjab, where the death rate from plague 
alone was 8.52 per mille, the death rate was 0.3 per thousand higher 
than the birth rate; and in Bombay, where the plague death rate was 
10 per mille, the death rate exceeded the birth rate by 4.88 per thou- 
sand. In the small province of Coorg the death rate was 3.14 higher 
than the birth rate, not because the deaths were excessively numerous, 
but because the number of births recorded was small." 

Passing by Punjab and Coorg, what is said about Bombay Presidency 
applies also to Bombay City — i. e., that the deaths far outnumber the 
births. The figures for 1902 are as follows for the city and Presi- 
dency : 



Bombay 

City. 



Bombay 
Presidency. 



Total number of deaths 

Total number of births 

Excess of deaths over births 

Ratio of deaths per 1,000 

Ratio of births per 1,000 

Excess of death rate over birth rate 



48,007 
17,377 
30,630 
63.13 

22.85 
40.28 



721,462 
631, 393 
90,069 
39.04 
34.16 
4.88 



The striking excess of deaths over births in Bombay City gives poor 
promise for the recovery by the city of the population which it had 
attained in 1891 and which was steadily increasing till plague broke 
out in 1896. The figures for 1903 are not yet available, but the weekly 
returns for six months of 1904 give the following figures: 

Ratio of deaths to births, January to June, 1904. 
[Population of Bombay City, 776,006.] 



Total 


Total 


deaths. 


births. 


2,901 


1,548 


4,283 


1,263 


7,405 


1,517 


5,394 


1,141 


3,812 


1,650 


2,096 


1,307 



Tour weeks of January . 
Four weeks of February 
Five weeks of March . . . 

Four weeks of April 

Five weeks of May 

Four weeks of June 

Total for 26 weeks 



25,891 



8,426 



This shows a death rate for the first half of 1904 of 66.72 per mille 
from all causes, and a total birth rate for the same period of 21.71 per 
mille, or, in other words, the excess of death rate over birth rate has 
been 45.01 per mille. Very naturally this excess is far greater than 
that which will be found during the last half of the year on account of 
the great reduction in plague mortality between June and October 
each year. The following summarized table will give an idea of the 
chief causes of death in 1902 as contrasted with the figures for 1901 
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and with the mean of the preceding five years. The figures are for 
the presidency: 

Causes of death, Bombay Presidency, 1897-1902. 



Causes. 



Number Eatioper 
of deaths. 1,000. 



Mean for 5 years, 
1897 to 1901. 



Number Eatioper 
of deaths. 1,000. 



1901, 



Number Eatioper 
of deaths. 1,000. 



1902. 



Cholera 

Smallpox 

Plague 

Fevers 

Dysentery and diarrhea . 

Respiratory diseases 

Injuries 

Other causes 



49, 
4, 

78, 
337, 



2.64 

.24 

4.17 

17.98 

5.29 



13,600 

5,340 

128, 259 

291,951 

60, 198 



0.74 

.29 

6.94 

15.80 

3.26 



7, 
219, 



7,092 
179,694 



.38 
9.72 



3,229 

2,189 

184,752 

270, 845 

58, 682 

59, 379 
7,434 

134, 952 



0.17 

.12 

10.00 

14.66 

3.17 

3.21 

.40 

7.30 



Total. 



795,185 



42.40 



686,134 



37.12 



721,462 



39.04 



In the years previous to 1902 deaths from respiratory diseases were 
classified under other causes. A detailed study of the various causes 
of death as above reported is being prepared for transmission. 

Report from Calcutta — Cholera and plague mortality. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Eakins reports, July 14, as follows: 
During the week ended July 9, 1904, there were 18 deaths from 
plague and 9 deaths from cholera in Calcutta. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels — Cholera in Persia. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager reports, July 25, as follows: During 
the week ended July 23, 1904, the following ships were inspected at 
Naples and Palermo: 

NAPLES. 



Date. 


Name of ship. 


Destination. 


Steerage 

passengers 

inspected 

and passed. 


Pieces of 
large bag- 
gage in- 
spected 
and passed. 


Pieces of 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 


Number of 

steerage 
passengers 

recom- 
mended for 
rejection. 


July 18 
20 




New York 

do 


206 
164 
251 
263 
115 


25 
45 
60 
75 
15 


250 
450 
600 
455 
155 


5 




3 


21 




do 


10 


22 




do 


15 


23 




do 


4 











PALERMO. 



July 20 Giulia New York 



34 



40 



Asiatic cholera in Persia. 

A telegraphic dispatch from Baleu, coming through Russian channels, 
states that the Asiatic cholera in Teheran is now confined to two 
quarters of the city. The number of victims is lessening from day to 



